Difficult Airway
During your anesthesia, the doctor found that you have a difficult airway. This means that there were problems keeping your airways open with a face mask or breathing tube when you had anesthesia. This can happen because of your throat shape and structures, tissues at the back of your mouth, swelling or other factors.
Be Sure to Tell Your Doctors
Unless you have breathing problems, you may not have any signs of this problem so you need to tell your doctors.
You will be given a wallet card to carry with you that identifies you as having a difficult airway. It will have an OSU phone number to call in case of an airway emergency. There will also be a brief description of your condition. Carry the card with your driver's license or other identification card at all times.
Be sure to tell your doctors and dentist that you have a difficult airway in case you need to have surgery or have breathing problems. Also, be sure to share the card any time you come to the hospital or clinic for care.
